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Welcome!

What a fantastic start to the school year we’ve had!
There have already been many things to celebrate
and as we approch Christmas, | know that all
schools will be having a big focus on music in their
upcoming celebrations.

It’s been lovely to see that 50 children in Years 5
and 6 have started beginner lessons on a range of
orchestral instruments through our TOPs scheme
and we have over 900 children learning a whole
range of instruments across all of our schools.
There are several performances involving children
working together across our schools, coming up
(details in the newsletter), but we’ve also been
having conversations behind the scenes about

potential collaborations with local and national Thomas Hardye School Concert Band performing at the
organisations for opportunities in the future - watch Dorchester Young Musician Festival on 8" November
this space!
Wishing you a Merry Christmas (when we get there!)
Hanna Trevorrow

Head of Wessex Schools Music

Dorchester Young Musician Festival

On 8th November, over 100 students of all ages and abilities came
together at Thomas Hardye School to take part in the Dorchester
Young Musician Festival, which we ran in collaboration with
Dorchester Casterbridge Rotary.

Students performed in 15 classes throughout the day and were
given feedback from our three wonderful adjudicators.

In the evening, we invited back around 25 students of all ages to
perform in an evening concert, which also included performances
by the Thomas Hardye Concert Band and Rock & Pop Chair.

of performing was exceptionally high and we hope it
iring event for both all who took part and all who
ugh to come and watch.
the same event next year!




TOPs beginner musicians

Every year for the past three years, we’ve run a scheme
called the Tomorrow Orchestra Project. This subsidised
scheme gives the opportunity for children in Years 5 and 6
to learn an orchestral instrument in a small group, borrow
an instrument and take part in a beginner ensemble.

This year we have around 50 children taking part across
three middle schools.

We are looking forward to seeing some of these children
take part in their first concert at the Wessex Schools
Christmas Concert on 3™ December!

Music Careers Expo

We were priviledged to host the Octagon Music Hub's
Music Careers Expo in October. The day saw students from
across the local area, join with around 90 students from
THS to take part in a series of workshops and talks about
different career paths that are linked to music and the arts.
It was an interesting day and we are grateful to the Octagon
Music Hub for organising it.

TH Singers at Sherborne
Abbey

On 16th October, The Thomas Hardye Singers
performed Evensong at Sherborne Abbey. This was a
wonderful experience for the choir, some of whom had
never sung in an SATB choir before September and
many of whom had never sung Evensong before. They
performed Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence by
Bairstow, Like as the Hart by Howells and Brewer's
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. It is quite rare for a
state school to be able to support students to be able
to sing in this kind of environment. They hope this will
become an annual event.

National Childrens Orchestra
Workshop day

We are once again hosting a workshop day with the
NCO in March. This was a fantastic day when we
organised it last year and we highly recommend
anyone who is grade 2-5 on an orchestral instrument
getting involved. Signup here by 5™ Dec.



https://nationalchildrensorchestra.beaconforms.com/form/572373b8

omas Hardye Music Department Success

_ OUTSTANDING SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

nusic&dr

education awards 2026

'-ELEBRA“NG THE STARS IN MUSlC AND DRAMA EDUCATlON .

The Thomas Hardye School Music Department have recently learned that they have been shortlisted
as one of nine finalists in the “Outstanding School Music Department Category” of the national Music
and Drama Education Awards 2026.

They submitted a large portfolio of evidence to show the breadth, quality and inclusive nature of the
work that they do, which included supportive statements from parents and students.

This is a huge acolade for the whole team who contribute to the music department, and is in a large
part down to the collaborative working of all of the schools who engage with Wessex Schools Music.
The overal winner will be announced in February, but the music department are already very pleased
to have got this far!

Article in Dorset Echo here.

Lighthouse Concert with middle

school students

On Sunday 30" November, 60 students from Thomas Hardye
and 40 students from St Osmund’s and St Mary’s Middle
Schools will be taking part in a whole-day workshop, playing in
a large orchestra or singing in a large choir. The day will
culminate in a performance for the public at 4pm, with the
orchestra playing Marquez’s Conga Del Fuego and Brahm’s
Academic Festival Overture and the choir singing Vivaldi’s
Gloria. The concert will only be an hour long and will be an
excellent introduction for younger children hear to the sound
of an orchestra in a large concert hall. Tickets can be
purchased directly from Poole Lighthouse here.

Lead Schools for Music Ensembles

In addition to the many ensembles that are available
The Octagon Music Hub (which is the organisation that  across our schools, we also run five cross school

receives central funding from government to support ensembles. New members are always welcome, so do
music education across Dorset and Somerset), has consider joining one in January!
recently appointed ‘Lead Schools’ in the

Dorset/Somerset area. These are schools who Wednesdays @ Thomas Hardye School

onstrate excellent support of music and who will 4pm - 4:50pm Stringalings (beginner strings) and
ocating for music in the local area. Bandemonium (beginner wind & brass)

eally excited to report that out of the whole of  55m - 5:50pm Dorchester Children’s Orchestra
d Somerset, two schools in Dorchester have

nated as lead schools; Prince of Wales Thursdays @ Prince of Wales

mas Hardye School. Well done tothem  3:45 - 4:30pm Skylarks First Schools Choi
running, but hoping to r

Fridays @ Th
4pm - 4:50



https://www.lighthousepoole.co.uk/event/youth-in-concert-a-days-achievement/
https://www.dorsetecho.co.uk/news/25624450.dorchester-thomas-hardye-school-gets-national-recognition/

Future Events:

t Osmund’s Performing Arts Showcase @ St Osmund’s sports hall
and 7pm: Wessex Christmas Concerts @ THS Theatre

er, 2:45pm: Dorchester Middle Carols around the Christmas Tree

15th December, 6pm: St Osmund’s Carol Service @ St Mary’s Church

17th December, 7:30pm Thomas Hardye Carol Service @ St Peter’s Church

17th December, 7pm: Dorchester Middle School Christmas Reflection @ Dorford Centre
29 January, 7pm: Rock and Pop Night @ THS Theatre

3™ February Joe Stilgoe Jazz Workshop

7" March National Children’s Orchestra Workshop @ THS Theatre

14th March Collaborative Concert with Dorset Chamber Orchestra @ St Mary’s Church
26™ March, 7pm: THS Spring Concert @THS Theatre

27" March Helios performances with Dorchester Arts

e 16™ - 18™ March Year 4 Singing Festival @ THS Theatre

o O May, 10am - 4pm: Wessex Arts Fest @ THS
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